[Pneumothorax in elderly patients].
Pneumothorax is a frequent affliction with the incidence peaks in youth and old age. The disease is more frequent in males and smokers. Most of the old patients have emphysema and/ or pulmonary fibrosis as the underlying disease. They often show low respiratory function and/ or heart failure. The first step in treatment is pleural drainage to achieve pulmonary re-expansion. If it is difficult to cure by pleural drainage, we try to perform pleurodesis using the chemicals such as OK-432 and tetracycline. As the next step, we try to perform video assisted thoracic surgery (VATS) or operation without video. To stop smoking is important before and after operation. We reviewed about pneumothorax in old patients.